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PRIVATE 

Scent Article Preservation

Some types of search canines require an uncontaminated scent article from the subject to enable them to perform effectively.  Collecting the article(s) correctly is extremely important and care must be taken to ensure that it is done correctly. This document is intended solely to instruct the reader on the proper procedure – it is not intended to educate the reader on the subjects of scent theory, trailing canines, etc.

This document is based on an article by Terry Davis of the Virginia Bloodhound Search and Rescue Association.

What Is a Scent Article?

The scent article is:
The KEY that opens the LOCK to the PRIZE!





The Key - the scent article





The Lock - the canine’s capabilities





The Prize - the person you are looking for.

What is, or what can we use for a scent article. 

It is very basic - anything that the subject has come in contact with. The most preferable are the most porous items that belong to the subject, preferably clothing from the upper half of the body, linens (that have been slept on) off of the subjects bed, etc. 

What can be used? 

Anything: their toothbrush, dentures, cigarette butt, car key, dirty diaper, hair, body fluids, a wad of used chewing tobacco, steering wheel, clothing from a rape victim (first eliminating the victim), things that they have come in contact with: doorknob, windowsill, cash register, victims personal items (that were touched). These are just a few.

Collecting the scent articles. 

This is the critical portion of this document. You can never be too cautious. If you use the PLS (place last seen) as your scent article, someone needs to set up a perimeter, around the PLS until the Bloodhound arrives to start the trail. This is so no one else will walk over the area and contaminate it. This is highly desirable, but hard to enforce. 

If it is an item that is unable to be bagged, someone must secure a perimeter around the item, until the handler can get there and start the canine. Everyone should be prevented from contacting the item.

The other option is to bag the article, preserving the scent. This is done by utilizing a clean ziplock bag (preferably a half gallon or larger). While wearing sterile gloves on both hands, turn the ziplock bag inside out over your hand, pick the item up with the ziplock bag, and with your other hand, pull the bag over the item, and seal it up. This should stay in the possession of the collector until it is turned over to the handler. This should only be done if it is impossible to leave the item alone (protected) until the handler arrives. If it is a large item, and a larger bag is required, you can utilize a clean paper bag or a large plastic garbage bag (But, not a garbage bag that has any type of odor retardant or fragrance in it.) You should carry your own, or read the containers and make sure.

The final technique is to utilize a sterile gauze pad. Again, if you have sterile gloves available, wear them during this procedure. The inside of a ziplock bag will do in a pinch to hold the gauze pad. If you have sterile water available, lightly moisten the pad. Let the pad set on the scent item for a few minutes, or wipe the item with the gauze pad (never coming in contact with the gauze pad). Then bag the gauze pad in a ziplock bag.

During any of these procedures, try to avoid breathing on the scent articles or in any way adding other scents to the collected items.

If the subject’s vehicle is available, secure the vehicle if at all possible and do not allow anyone to enter the vehicle. This will preserve a large number of potential scent articles.
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